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Geographers have long been interested in trying to understand how specific 
neighbourhoods, scenes, and movements develop and evolve within cities. 
Against the backdrop of globalisation, increased attention is being paid to the 
connections between cities and trans-local flows of ideas, people and 
practices. Translocalism is a nuanced way to ‘ground’ globalisation and to 
think about contemporary forms of global mobility by identifying ‘local to local’ 
placemaking connections and processes (Main and Sandoval 2015). To date, 
studies have focused on specific cases and forms of trans-local flows 
including people (Main and Sandoval 2015), policy (Peck 2012), knowledge 
(Bathelt et al. 2004), urban practices (Douglas 2014), social movements (Valli 
2015) and cultural identities and products (Hodkinson 2004; Hracs et al. 
2013). While these and related studies provide insights into some 
mechanisms that underpin trans-local flows, there is still scope to combine, 
apply and develop different disciplinary and theoretical perspectives. 

In cities such as London, Santiago and Toronto cultural scenes help to attract 
residents, workers and tourists, contribute to city branding and redevelopment 
initiatives and have been critiqued for encouraging gentrification (Marquardt 
et al. 2013; Jakob 2013). Yet, despite their purported uniqueness and 
‘authenticity’ (Zukin 2010), these scenes contain a remarkably similar mix of 
urban aesthetics (graffiti alleys), shops (record stores), movements (DIY 
urbanism), communities (craft collectives) and people (artists, baristas, 
bloggers). As vital sites for the production, curation and consumption of 
cultural products, these scenes are ideal places to study the creation and 
diffusion of knowledge, practices and values across space and the tensions 
between local authenticity and global uniformity. 

The project focusses on the poorly understood nature of trans-local cultural 
scenes and four specific questions: 
1) Can we undertake what Baudelaire called a ‘botany of the sidewalk’ to 
determine the extent to which these scenes are actually homogenous (Silver 
et al. 2010)? 



2) In what ways do specific and overlapping mechanisms, such as technology 
and social media, travel and intermediation enable and encourage trans-local 
flows and uniformity? 
3) What are the implications of trans-local flows for actors (producers, 
residents, consumers, community groups), spaces (cities, neighbourhoods, 
streets, buildings), products (goods, services, experiences) policy agendas 
and broader social and political movements? 
4) How can academic research on these phenomena test, challenge, nuance 
and extend existing urban-related knowledge and theory? 

Candidates must have or expect to gain a first or strong upper second class 
degree, in an appropriate discipline, not necessarily Geography. Details on 
how to apply are avai lable f rom Jul ie Drewi t t , emai l geog-
pgr.fshs@soton.ac.uk. Informal enquiries may be made to the project 
supervisors. For the latest information on postgraduate opportunities within 
Geography and Environment, please visit our website at http://
www.southampton.ac.uk/geography/postgraduate/research_degrees/
studentships.page? 

The Research Group details can be found at: https://www.southampton.ac.uk/
geography/research/groups.page

Funding Notes
This is one of a range of topics currently being advertised. Funding will go to 
the project(s) with the best applicant(s). The studentship is funded at RCUK 
level, currently £14,553 per annum, with an RTSG of £750, together with 
home rate tuition fees. The studentship is for three years. The studentship will 
fully support British and EU nationals only. International students can apply 
but they must be able to meet the difference between home/EU and 
International tuition fees themselves.
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